
   

 
Germany 1930-1990:  

Structures, lived experiences and historical representations  
 

UCL and GHIL, 22-23 March 2007 
 
This conference explores the ways in which people of different social, generational and political 
backgrounds sustained, lived through and variously remembered the succeeding and contrasting 
regimes of the Third Reich, the Federal Republic and the GDR; and it reflects more broadly on the 
ways in which historians reconstruct and represent the continuities and contrasts in political 
structures, ideologies, and cultures of memory in Germany 1930 – 1990.  
 
Locations:  
• All the main conference sessions will be held at the German Historical Institute London, 17 
Bloomsbury Square, London WC1. The GHIL will also very kindly provide refreshments 
throughout the conference.  
• The film showing on Thursday evening will be in the Old Refectory, UCL, Gower Street, London 
WC1E 6BT. 
 
 
Thursday 22 March (GHIL, 17 Bloomsbury Square, London WC1) 
 
2:00-2:30  Welcome (Andreas Gestrich, Mark Hewitson, Mary Fulbrook) 
 
Section I: Approaches to history and cultures of memory Chair: Ian Kershaw  
 
2:30-4:00 Mary Fulbrook ‘History from within: Structures, lived experiences and historical 

representations’  
 

Norbert Frei, ‘Opferaustausch? Recent discourses on the victims of the Germans 
and on the Germans as victims’ 
 
Hanna Schissler ‘Zeitgenossenschaft: Reflections on contemporary German history’ 
 

Section II: Repression, power and ideology Chair: Andreas Gestrich 
 
4:30-5:30 Nick Stargardt, ‘Civilian morale during the war and the internalisation of Nazi 

values’ 
 
Jens Gieseke, ‘Secret police and public opinion in a closed society: What Stasi 
mood reports can (and cannot) tell’ 

 
5:30-7:00  Reception hosted by the GHIL 

 
 

Film Showing (UCL Old Refectory) 
 
7:30-9:00   Film: Behind the Wall: ‘Perfectly Normal Lives’ in the GDR?  

The world première of this new documentary film! Produced by MacayaFilm with 
generous support from the AHRC, and shown in conjunction with the UCL German 
Society. A ‘visual turn’ followed by discussion.        Discussant: Josie McLellan  



Friday 23 March (GHIL, 17 Bloomsbury Square) 
 
Section III: Functionaries, regimes and everyday life  
 
9:30-11:00 Chair: Thomas Lindenberger 
 

Jill Stephenson, ‘Zealots, incompetents, footdraggers: Local functionaries in the 
Third Reich’ 
 
Esther von Richthofen, ‘Bending the rules while upholding the structures: 
Functionaries and the management of cultural life in the GDR’ 
 
George Last ‘Social courts, criminality and the resolution of social conflict in rural 
communities in the GDR’  
 

11:30-1:00 Chair: Mark Allinson 
 

Arnd Bauerkämper, ‘Path dependency and contingency: The tentacles of National 
Socialism and departures in the two Germanies in comparative perspective’ 

 
Klaus Naumann, ‘From the war of extermination to the peace of the bomb: 
Biographies of Bundeswehr generals in the context of changing regimes, institutions, 
and generations’ 

 
Jeannette Madarász, ‘Kalenderblätter. Perceptions of everyday life in the GDR’ 
 

Section IV: Private lives, cultural representations and politics  
 
2:00-3:30 Chair: Mererid Puw Davies 
 

Patrick Major, ‘Screening the Wehrmacht: Film representations of the “Good 
German”’  

 
  Christiane Winkler, ‘Heimkehrer in East and West Germany’  
 

Bill Niven, ‘The influence of political and generational shifts on representations of 
the theme of Vertreibung’ 

 
4:00-5:00 Chair: Richard Bessel 
 
 Paul Betts, ‘Cold War civility: West and East German etiquette books after 1945’ 
 

Dorothee Wierling, ‘Sex, liberation and unification: Ego-documents and the GDR’ 
 

Section V: Concluding discussion: Germany 1930-1990 revisited 
 
5:15-6:30  Chair: Mark Hewitson 
 

Final discussion panel: Thomas Lindenberger, Alf Lüdtke, Josie McLellan 
 
The conference has been generously supported by Marie Curie funding for the UCL Centre for European Studies, the 
German Historical Institute London, the Gerda Henkel Stiftung and the German History Society.  
There is no charge for conference attendance, but those wishing to attend must register with Christiane Winkler at 
c.winkler@ucl.ac.uk no later than 14 March 2007 to facilitate catering arrangements.  


