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KONSPIRANTINNEN (CONSPIRATORS) 
 

 
 
Where the devil doesn’t dare to go, there he sends women.” (Polish saying) 

 

On 10 June the Goethe-Institut London will present the documentary Konspirantinnen 

(Conspirators), which brings to light the important role of women in the Polish resistance 

during World War II. Director Paul Meyer will be present to introduce the film and join 

Andreas Gestrich, Director of the German Historical Institute London, for a discussion after 

the screening.  

 

12 April 1945. The Western Front. Polish soldiers came across a prisoner-of-war camp in Emsland 

in Northern Germany. To their great surprise they found 1,726 Polish women, who were brought 

to the camp after the Warsaw Uprising of late summer 1944 (not to be confused with the Uprising 

of the Jewish Ghetto in 1943). The Warsaw Uprising failed, but in the capitulation agreement 

women were accorded the same rights as men, i.e. to be treated as prisoners of war as defined by 

the Geneva Convention.  

 

The proportion of women in the Polish resistance movement was very high, also during the years 

leading up to the Uprising. As part of the so-called Secret Polish (Underground) State that formed 

after German and Soviet troops attacked Poland in 1939, women were active in all areas of 

resistance. They became teachers and students in a secretly-continued higher education - the 

Germans had prohibited most schools in 1939. As messengers and couriers, the women ensured 

communication between the secret resistance cells within the country and abroad. They acted as 

health workers, assassins and partisans. They smuggled weapons and were themselves active 

fighters in armed combat.  

 

Conspirators resolutely adopts the perspective of female resistance against the occupying power. 

Paul Meyer has found and spoken with a number of the women, the oldest was aged 99 at the time. 

These interviews are combined with archive material, some of it previously unknown, to create a 

vivid picture of their resistance activities, life in the camp and of their lives since the war. The film 

begins with the prisoner-of-war camp, from where it moves backwards in time to the Nazi 

Occupation and the Uprising. And it eventually comes back to the camp, from which the women 

dispersed to all corners of the world after the war.   

 

2006, Germany, 90 mins. Dir: Paul Meyer. With English Subtitles. 

 

Presented in co-operation with the German Historical Institute London and with the kind 

support of the Polish Cultural Centre. 

 

For more information please contact Maren Hobein at hobein@london.goethe.org or on 020 

7596 4047 

GERMAN CULTURAL CENTRE 

50 Princes Gate 
Exhibition Road 
London SW7 2PH 

Tel 020 7596 4000 
Fax 020 7594 0240 
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www.goethe.de/london 
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The Polish version of the film 
Will be shown at POSK on 11 June. 

For more details see 

www.posk.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polish Cultural Institute 

www.polishculture.org.uk 

 

German Historical Institue 

www.ghil.ac.uk/ 
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