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The theme of this year’s conference of CESI was “Education, Diversity and Democracy.” 

In the conference there was a separate session under the title ‘Education and Poverty’ 

subject experts and contributors to the Working Papers Series of  TRG presented their 

work.  In addition to this TRG postdoctoral and doctoral fellows presented their papers 

on various panels. 

The special panel on Education and Poverty was chaired by Prof. Andreas Gestrich, 

Director, GHIL. In this panel the following papers were presented 

 

1. Poonam Batra: “Quality of Education and the Poor: Constraints on Learning”  

2. Farida Khan: “Teaching Children of the Poor: The Implications of Classroom 

Pedagogies”  

3. Nandini Manjrekar: “Poverty, Conflict and Educational Marginalisation: : Reflections 
from Gujarat“ 

4. Manabi Majumdar: “The Shadow Education System and New Class Divisions in 
Education”  

 

The panel was attended with great enthusiasm and there was an active and 

constructive discussion session after the presentation.  The major concern that emerged 

from the discussion was about the question of marginalization of various sections of 

society from access to education.  The audience raised questions regarding the gendered 

nature of priorities in school education, the problem of government support for schools 

attended by poor students, and the problems of a curriculum which does not consider the 

diversity of the student community. 

 

TRG doctoral fellow Preeti presented a paper in the panel “Women’s Education 

and Demographic Transition.”  The session was chaired by Dr. Parimala Rao from 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her paper, “Moralizing’ Women: Education in 

the United Provinces (1854-1930)”, investigated the question of ‘moral education’ and 

gender differentiation of morality sought by the colonial state and local people through 

education and literature on education produced in that period. In the discussion session 

questions were raised regarding the different forms of moral codes for different sections 

of women, such as those from upper or lower castes and Muslim women   

Arun Kumar, also a TRG doctoral fellow, presented a paper in the panel 

“Education and Social Reproduction.” The panel was chaired by Dr. Arshad Alam of 

Jawaharlal Nehru University.  His paper, “Histories of Miscalculation and the Politics of 

the Possible: The Reproduction and Production of Subjects in Colonial Industrial 

Schools,” investigated the conduct of industrial schools in the colonial period.  The paper 

analyzed the objectives of the colonial officers and missionaries in providing technical 

education for the poor sections of society and how the poor used these schools in their 



own ways. The questions in the discussion session related mainly to the moral and 

cultural ideas of colonialists and missionaries that determined the nature of colonial 

education policies.  

Postdoctoral Fellow Kaustubh Mani Sengupta presented a paper in the panel “The 

Education of Children in Difficult Conditions.” The session was chaired by Dr. Shireen 

Miller, Director Advocacy, Save the Children . His paper, “Of Camps, Colonies, and 

Schools: Refugee Education in West Bengal”, explored the role of education and the 

school in the lives of refugees who settled in West Bengal after the partition of India in 

1947.  

Sunandan K N, postdoctoral fellow of TRG, presented a paper in the panel on 

“Caste, Gender and Sexuality in Education.”  The session was chaired by Dr. Nandini 

Manjrekar of TISS Mumbai. His paper, titled “Critical Mind and Labouring Body: Caste 

and Education Reforms in Kerala”, analyzed the notion of mental and manual labour in 

the discourses on education reform in Kerala in 1990s. The paper discussed the issue of 

dichotomous conceptualization of body and mind, and mental and manual labour in the 

reform debate and argued that exclusions and dominations in the field of education 

should be understood not only in the institutional domains but at the level of the 

epistemological domain as well.  The main questions raised were about the role of caste 

in the exclusionary process and the new ways in which caste is practiced in schools. 


