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Cover Photo:  “On to the West” reads the sign on the railroad car in which these Polish Jews were 
repatriated from the Asiatic region of the USSR. 
John Vachon © 1946 | Archives of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
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Monday, May 20  

The Magnes Collection, Allston Way, Berkeley 

4:00 p.m. Welcome 

Simone Lässig, German Historical Institute Washington 

4:10 p.m.  Exhibit Program: Memory Objects 

Francesco Spagnolo, The Magnes Collection of Jewish Art and Life, 
University of California, Berkeley 

Shir Gal Kochavi, The Magnes Collection of Jewish Art and Life, 
University of California, Berkeley 

 
4:45 p.m.  Borders and Boundaries 

Panel 1   

Citizenship Denied. Jewish Refugees in Mexico in a Legal Limbo 
Daniela Gleizer, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico 
City 

Transit, Borders and Integration: Travel and Arrival of Holocaust Survivors to 
Argentina 

Emmanuel Kahan, National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Research, Argentina 

Chair Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, University of California, Berkeley 

5:45 p.m. Break 

6:00 p.m. 

Keynote  Wandering Jews or Jewish Migrations? How Jewish Scholars Conceptualized 
Migration 

Tobias Brinkmann, Pennsylvania State University, University Park 

7:15 p.m.  Reception 
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Wednesday, May 22 

The Magnes Collection, Allston Way, Berkeley 

9:00 a.m. Refugees in Processes of Decolonization, State Building, and State Crisis 

Panel 5  
 Notun Yehudi (The New Jews): A Study of the Refugees from East Pakistan in 

Post-Partition India 
Pallavi Chakravarty, Ambedkar University Delhi 

“Shifting Figures in a Shifting Landscape:” Holocaust Refugees in Young 
Independent India 

Margit Franz, Karl-Franzens University, Graz 

Chair Isabel Richter, University of California, Berkeley  

10:00 a.m. Break 

10:30 a.m. Power Structures and Shifting Settings: Class, Race, and Gender 

Panel 6  
Trauma, Privilege, and Adventure: Jewish Refugees in Iran 

Atina Grossmann, Cooper Union, New York 

By die huis, thuis, zu Hause: Circles of Identification within the Communities of 
Dutch and German Jewish Refugees in South Africa (1938 – 1948) 

Geraldien von Frijtag Drabbe Künzel, Utrecht University 

Chair Andrea Sinn, Elon University 

11:30 a.m. Break 

12:00 p.m. Departing as Child – Arriving as Adult: Age and Generation 

Panel 7  
 “Living Across Border:” Agency and Displacement of Polish Jewish and Ethnic 

Polish Migrants after the War (1945 – 1960) 
Anna Cichopek-Gajra, Arizona State University, Tempe 

Musical Migration: Ruth Schönthal from Mexico City to New York 
Andrea Orzoff, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces 

Chair   Sheer Ganor, University of California, Berkeley 
 

1:00 p.m.  Lunch 
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2:00 p.m. Neighborhoods Between Belonging and Alienness 

Panel 8   
American Dreams: Jewish Refugees and Chinese Locals in Post-World War II 
Shanghai 

Kimberly Cheng, New York University 

Home and In Transit Location for Holocaust Survivors in Mexico 
Yael Siman, Iberoamericana University, Mexico City, and Anáhuac 
University, Naucalpan de Juárez 

Chair Nick Underwood, German Historical Institute Washington, Pacific 
Regional Office Berkeley 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m.  Narrating Transit and Forced Migration 

Panel 9  
From Auschwitz to Bogotá: When Genocide and Political Violence Converge 

Lorena Ávila Jaimes, Konrad Adenauer Foundation Rule of Law 
Program for Latin-America 

Bolivia as Transitory Refuge: Memoirs of Jewish Refugees 
Helga Schreckenberger, University of Vermont, Burlington 

Chair Andrea Westermann, German Historical Institute Washington, Pacific 
Regional Office Berkeley 

4:15 p.m.  Concluding discussion 

Chairs Wolf Gruner, USC Shoah Foundation Center for Advanced Genocide 
Research, Los Angeles 

Swen Steinberg, Queen's University, Kingston 

 

5:00 p.m. Break     

 

6:30 - 9:00 p.m. Conference dinner 
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Hotel Shattuck Plaza 

2086 Allston Way, Berkeley 
 
 
The Magnes Collection 

2121 Allston Way, Berkeley 
 
 
Great China Restaurant 

2190 Bancroft Way, Berkeley 
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