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Scholarships Awarded by the German Historical Institute London 

Each year the GHIL awards a number of research scholar ships to 
German post graduate and post doctoral re searchers to enable them to 
carry out re search in Brit ain. The scholar ships are gener ally awarded 
for a period of up to six months depend ing on the require ments of 
the re search pro ject. Scholar ships are adver tised on [www.hsozkult.
de] and the GHIL’s web site. Appli cations should in clude a CV, edu
cational back ground, list of publi cations (where appro priate), and an 
out line of the pro ject, along with a super visor’s refer ence con firm ing 
the rele vance of the pro posed ar chival re search. Please ad dress appli
cations to Dr Stephan Bruhn, German Histor ical In sti tute London, 
17 Blooms bury Square, London WC1A 2NJ, or send them by email 
to stipendium@ghil.ac.uk. Please note that due to the United King
dom leav ing the EU, new regu lations for re search stays apply. 
Please check the scholar ship guide lines for fur ther in for mation. If 
you have any ques tions, please con tact Dr Stephan Bruhn. German 
scholars pre sent their pro jects and the ini tial results of their re search 
at the GHIL Col loquium. 

In the first round of allo cations for 2021 the fol low ing scholar ships 
were awarded for re search on Brit ish his tory, German his tory, and 
British–German re lations:

Martin Deuerlein (University of Tübingen): Indigenität: Ein zen trales 
Konzept der Moderne
Almuth Ebke (University of Mannheim): Das Andere der Moderne? Die 
historischkritische Bibelforschung und die ‘Einhegung’ von Religion, 
ca. 1860–1920
Andreas Eder (University of Freiburg): False Statements, Illegal Prac
tices und Unwahrheiten: Die Kommunikation der politischen Lüge in 
Groß britannien und Deutschland 1883–1912
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Louisa-Dorothea Gehrke (Leipzig University): Johann Philipp Breyne 
in den botanischen Gärten Europas: Eine Spurensuche anhand seiner 
Korres pondenz
Franziska Hermes (FU Berlin): Shipwreck and the British East India 
Com pany in the Eighteenth Century
David Irion (LMU Munich): Die Rahmenprogramme der Europäischen 
Union: Bedeutungsgewinn durch DeÖkonomisierung? (ca. 1980–2002)
Josefine Langer (HU Berlin): Überleben und Schreiben: Eine Ver flech
tungs geschichte früher jüdischer Geschichtsschreibung der Shoah, 
1945–1961
Marie-Christine Schoel (University of Münster): Installation und Ge
schlecht: Geschlechtertheoretische Analyse installativer Praxis und 
deren Verortung in der feministischen Kunst und Aus stellungs
geschichte anhand von ausgewählten Praxisbeispielen

Prize of the German Historical Institute London

The Prize of the German Historical Institute London is awarded an
nually for an outstanding Ph.D. thesis on:

• German history (submitted to a British or Irish university),
• British history or British colonial history (submitted to a Ger

man university), or
• British–German relations or British–German com para tive his

tory (submitted to a British, Irish, or German university).
The Prize is 1,000 euros.

To apply, send one copy of the thesis with
• a onepage abstract,
• examiners’ reports on the thesis,
• a brief CV,
• a declaration that the work will not be published before the 

judges have reached a final decision, and
• a supervisor’s reference

to reach the GHIL by 31 July 2022. Applications and theses should be 
sent by email as a PDF attachment to: prize@ghil.ac.uk.

If the prizewinning thesis is on British history, British colonial 
his tory, British–German relations, or British–German com para tive 
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his  tory, it may also be con sidered for publi cation in one of the In sti
tute’s book series.

The Prize will be presented on the occasion of the GHIL’s Annual 
Lec ture on 4 November 2022. For further information, please visit 
[https://www.ghil.ac.uk/opportunities/prizes].

Forthcoming Workshops and ConferencesForthcoming Workshops and Conferences

Medieval Germany Workshop. International workshop to be held at the 
German Historical Institute London, 6 May 2022. Conveners: Len 
Scales (Durham University) and Marcus Meer (GHIL).

This oneday workshop on the history of medieval Germany (broadly 
defined) will provide an opportunity for researchers in the field from 
the UK, Continental Europe, and the USA to meet in a re laxed and 
friendly setting and to learn more about each other’s work. Short 
papers of 10–15 minutes will allow re searchers at all career stages with 
an inter est in any aspect of the his tory of medi eval Ger many to share 
their ideas and receive feedback. The par ticipants are there fore en
couraged to con centrate on present ing work in pro gress, high light ing 
re search ques tions and ap proaches, and point ing to as yet un resolved 
chal lenges of their pro jects. Eva Schlot heuber (Heinrich Heine Univer
sity Düssel dorf) and Wolfram Drews (Univer sity of Münster) will join 
the work shop as mentors and presenters.

From Cambridge to Bielefeld—and Back? British and Continental Ap proaches 
to Intellectual History. Annual conference of the German Associ ation 
for Brit ish Studies, to be held at the Centre for Brit ish Stud ies at 
the Hum boldt University of Berlin, 2–4 June 2022. Conveners: Sina 
Steglich and Emily Stein hauer (GHIL).

Intellectual history has several points of origin, and the notion of this 
method ological ap proach varies depend ing on its aca demic con text 
and disciplin ary trad itions. In the anglo phone world, intel lectual his
tory is primar ily the his tory of polit ical thought and as such focuses 
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on spe cific polit ical ideas, having been most prom inently re shaped by 
the pro tagon ists of the famous Cam bridge School from the mid twen
tieth cen tury. In the German con text, intel lectual history is an chored 
in both the polit ical sci ences and his tory, and as a result is dis cussed 
in two differ ent disciplin ary fields. There fore, the spec trum of intel
lectual his tory ranges from polit ical theory to the widened per spective 
of the his tory of con cepts, which has gained wide spread atten tion 
and is in trinsic ally bound to one of its found ing fathers, Rein hart 
Koselleck. In France, by con trast, intel lectual his tory is known as the 
his tory of mental ities, and histor ical ‘ideas’ are thus ex plicitly seen 
as em bedded in and shaped by social and cul tural con ditions. This 
rather sim plistic sum mary sug gests that to speak of intel lectual his
tory and to follow this method ological ap proach is always to move 
on un certain ground. The basic—but not banal—ques tions of ‘why’, 
‘how’, and ‘where’ are the start ing points of the work shop. It will 
discuss these ‘na tional’ and discip linary trad itions of intel lectual his
tory, along with their advan tages and chal lenges, by bring ing to gether 
scholars from both the British con text and the Contin ental aca demic 
world. The con firmed key note speaker is Professor Richard Bourke 
(Univer sity of Cambridge). 

Education and Urban Transformations: Marginalities and Intersections. 
International conference to be held at the German Historical Institute 
London, 9–11 June 2022. Organized by the GHIL in cooperation with 
project partners in India and the Max Weber Forum for South Asian 
Studies, New Delhi. Conveners: Indra Sengupta (GHIL), Nandini 
Manjrekar (TISS Mumbai), Geetha B. Nambissan (formerly Jawaharlal 
Nehru University), Shivali Tukdeo (NIAS Bengaluru), and Sebastian 
Schwecke (Max Weber Forum, New Delhi).

The conference marks the completion of the current phase of a re
search col labor ation between the India Research Pro gramme of the 
GHIL, the Max Weber Forum for South Asian Studies, New Delhi 
(pre viously known as the MWS India Branch Office), and project 
part ners from three Indian univer sities and re search in sti tutes on the 
theme of ‘Edu cation and the Urban in India’. 
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In its relatively short lifespan as a domain of academic in quiry, 
the discip line of urban studies has de veloped a re search tra jectory 
that is built on di verse theoret ical grounds and multi disciplinary per
spectives. Scholars of edu cational studies have also begun to engage 
with changing urban land scapes, an import ant out come of which is 
a re search field at the inter section of edu cation and urban studies. 
This new re search frames the urban edu cation dynamic in terms of 
broad, plural istic con sider ations that go beyond ex clusively city
centric ana lysis. It places histor ical, social, and polit ical factors as 
essen tial anchors around which the changes in urban and edu cational 
terrains can be under stood. A wide range of actors, in sti tutions, and 
prac tices occupy import ant pos itions in under stand ing urban issues 
such as mobil ity, housing, access, and quality of schools, which have 
become crucial to appreciating the con ditions of living and learn ing 
among mar ginal groups in the urban con text. At the con ference, we 
will dis cuss these issues, which we explored in the pro ject, with inter
national scholars work ing on these themes in other parts of the world.  
In par ticu lar, the con ference will engage with the follow ing themes: 
nation, citizen ship, and urban edu cation; urban re structuring and 
new marginal ities; and resist ance, know ledge, and peda gogies. 

William Pink (Marquette University) will deliver the key note lec ture. 
A round table on ‘Covid19, Urban Lives, and Edu cation’ is planned. 

Violence against Women: Historical and Comparative Perspectives. Work
shop to be held at the German Histor ical In sti tute, 14–16 July 2022. 
Organized by the GHIL, the Essen College for Gender Research at the 
Univer sity of DuisburgEssen, and the Vio lence and Soci ety Centre 
at City, University of London, and funded by the Anne liese Maier 
Re search Award from the Alex ander von Hum boldt Found ation. 
Con veners: Christina von Hoden berg and Jane Free land (GHIL), 
Sylvia Walby (City, University of London), and Karen Shire (Univer
sity of DuisburgEssen).

Bringing together sociologists and historians, this threeday con ference 
ex plores the re lations between gender regimes and gen dered vio lence 
in Britain and Ger many in the twen tieth and twentyfirst cen turies in 
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a global con text. The con ference aims to ex plore the follow ing ques
tions: what does vio lence against women tell us about the histor ical 
develop ment of differ ent soci eties? What can we learn from his tory 
about the circum stances under which such vio lence changes, and 
about success ful strat egies of femin ist resist ance, coalitionbuilding, 
and making vio lence vis ible? What are the impli cations of di verse 
varieties of gender regimes for histor ical variations or changes in gen
dered vio lence? What are the impli cations of differ ent con cepts of 
vio lence and of gender for histor ical and com para tive work? What 
are the di verse forms of femin ist re sponses to and engage ment with 
vio lence and their impli cations for re ducing it? In asking these ques
tions, the con ference seeks to bridge disciplin ary divides and de velop 
a greater under stand ing of vio lence against women.

Environment and the British Empire. Summer school to be held at the 
German Historical Institute London, 19–22 July 2022, organ ized by the 
India Research Programme of the GHIL. Convener: Indra Sengupta 
(GHIL).

The summer school is the first to be organized by the India Research 
Pro gramme of the GHIL. The relation ship between imperial ism and 
colonial ism and deva stating, en during changes in the global environ
ment is now accepted. This summer school will focus on the Brit ish 
Empire, with par ticu lar em phasis on colonial India, in order to exam ine 
this relation ship. How did the colo nial exploit ation of nat ural re sources 
and con trol of popu lations through polit ical power and racial ideol
ogies trans form the environ ment? Our experts, the emin ent histor ians 
Pro fessors David Arnold (Univer sity of War wick) and Neeladri Bhatta
charya (Ashoka Univer sity), will dis cuss key ques tions in the history of 
environ ment and empire with stu dents in a lively and en gaging atmos
phere. While India and South Asia will be the focus of the summer 
school, ex amples will also be drawn from other parts of the British 
Empire, such as Africa and SouthEast Asia. In addition to the classes, 
ex cursions in London will be organized as a part of the programme.

The course is aimed at advanced BA or MA students of his tory, Eng
lish, or other re lated sub jects at all German univer sities. An inter est in 
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the his tory of the Brit ish Empire and its col onies and/or environ mental 
his tory is desir able. The course is open to stu dents from all German 
univer sities. It will be taught in English. 

The Politics of Iconoclasm in the Middle Ages. International conference to 
be held at the German Historical Institute London and the Warburg 
In sti tute, in cooperation with the Leibniz In sti tute for the His tory and 
Cul ture of Eastern Europe (GWZO), in Leip zig, 1–2 Septem ber 2022. 
Con veners: Sarah Griffin (Warburg Institute), Marcus Meer (GHIL), 
and Len Scales (Durham University).

This conference will bring together scholars of social, cultural, polit
ical, and art his tory whose work touches on the phenom enon of 
‘icono clasm’, broadly under stood as any oppos ition towards and 
action against visual matters meant to chal lenge or indeed sup port 
power ful indi viduals, polit ical struc tures, social hier archies, and terri
torial spaces. Prac tices of censor ing, de facing, erasing, and re placing 
the visual—whether because it was felt to evoke per sons, struc tures, 
and claims now deemed objection able or, by con trast, out of fear 
that it would under mine a cher ished status quo—are under stood as 
versa tile com munica tive weapons de liberately de ployed in the socio
political con flicts that affected and divided soci eties in West ern and 
Cen tral Europe in the Middle Ages, c.900–1500.

The conference will thus shed light on a previously neg lected 
period that has yet to see its sources ana lysed and recog nized among 
‘the extra ordinarily abun dant evi dence for the ways in which people 
of all classes and cul tures have re sponded to images’, as David Freed
berg argues. It is likely to become clear that in the Middle Ages, 
too, ‘there has always been a direct con nection between the status 
of images and polit ics’, as Bruno Latour high lights; oppos ition and 
vio lence towards visual matters were con fined neither to art nor to 
re ligion. The con ference will there fore add an innova tive chap ter to 
the study of art and visual his tory by show ing not just the diver sity 
of be haviour dir ected against the visual, but also by demon strating 
that prac tices of criti cizing, censor ing, de facing, erasing, and re
placing visual matters were seen not only as repre sent ing, but also as 
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shaping social order in the Middle Ages, too. In this sense, of course, 
the con ference is also a con tribution to the medi eval his tory of the 
polit ical, social, and cul tural, where the role of oppos ition and vio
lence to wards visual matters beyond the field of re ligion has yet to be 
ex plored in detail. To study this vola tile aspect of medi eval soci ety is 
import ant not least be cause cur rent dis courses make use of the past to 
oppose as well as pro mote the deface ment, de struction, or re moval of 
statues, for example.

Things on the Move: Materiality of Objects in Global and Imperial Traject-
ories, 1700–1900. Inter national conference to be held at the German 
Histor ical In sti tute London, 8–10 Septem ber 2022. Organ ized by 
the GHIL in cooperation with the Prize Papers Project. Con veners: 
Indra Sengupta (GHIL), Felix Brahm (Univer sity of Ham burg), Chris
tina Beckers, Dagmar Freist, and Lucas Haasis (Prize Papers Project, 
Univer sity of Oldenburg).

The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were defined by in creased 
global ization, the growth of empires outside Europe, the emer gence of 
global markets, and the establish ment of col onial rule in many parts of 
the world. As recent scholar ship has shown, an am plified move ment 
of people—both volun tary and in volun tary—and of objects in space 
and time was at the very core of these pro cesses. This con ference will 
focus on the move ment of ma terial objects and ana lyse the signifi
cance of their mobil ity in this period of great trans form ation be tween 
the early modern and modern periods.

The conference aims to bring together perspectives from global 
his tory and the his tory of Euro pean imperial ism and colonial ism. By 
focus ing on the global, im perial, and col onial material ity of objects on 
the move within a common ana lytical frame work, the con ference will 
bring these partly dis tinct re search fields into closer con versation with 
each other. It will bring to gether inter national schol ars to dis cuss the 
poten tial of a ma terial his tory with global scope for in vesti gating con
nections and ex clusions, and for ex ploring the plural ity of cul tures, 
crosscultural en counters, life pro cesses, and ex change pro cesses in 
con tact zones in differ ent parts of the world. Such a con versation, 

Noticeboard



171

develop ing out of an ana lysis of ma terial cul ture, has the poten tial 
to chal lenge grand narra tives of global ization or Euro pean expan sion 
and per haps even to break down rigid epochal barriers and allow for 
a new period ization of world history.

Thyssen Lecture Series

Science, Knowledge, and the Legacy of Empire. The Thyssen Lecture 
Series to be held at the German Historical Institute London, 2022–25. 
Organized by the GHIL and the Fritz Thyssen Foundation.

The GHIL is proud to announce a new collaborative lecture series with 
the Fritz Thyssen Foundation on Science, Knowledge, and the Legacy of 
Empire. The series consists of two lectures a year, in May and Octo
ber, which will be de livered by distinguished international scholars. 
Initially given at Bloomsbury Square, each lecture will be re peated at 
a Brit ish univer sity out side Greater London. The series is planned to 
run for four years, starting in October 2022, and the first speaker is 
Sumathi Ramaswamy, James B. Duke Distinguished Pro fessor of His
tory, Duke University. 

The imperial and colonial contexts in which modern science 
and scholarship came of age haunt us to this day. Be it the origin 
of museum collections, the Eurocentrism of history textbooks and 
academic curricula, or the lack of minority ethnic university staff—
the shadows of an imperial past loom large. This lecture series will 
engage with the field of ‘science and empire’ and the analytical cate
gory of ‘colonial knowledge’. Postcolonial studies has long identified 
‘colonial knowledge’ as a hegemonic tool of empirebuilding. Draw
ing on this conceptual frame, but also questioning it, we at the GHIL 
see the production and circulation of knowledge in colonial settings 
as an unsettled and fractious process that challenged and destabilized 
colonial state power as often as it supported it. We are interested in 
examining the relationship between localized sites of knowledge pro
duction and wider, interimperial, and potentially global networks of 
circulation. We ask how such forms of circulation affected the nature 
of knowledge thus produced, and the power relationships that have 
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long informed our understanding of colonial knowledge and struc
tures of domination and subordination. Most importantly, we are keen 
to explore the afterlife of colonial knowledge and imperial science in 
recent, twentyfirst century history in Britain, Germany, and beyond. 
How do imperial legacies shape presentday academia and know
ledge production? How are the colonial past, and obligations arising 
from it, debated today? How do these figure in memory cultures, and 
what role do they play in political relations within Europe, and in 
Europe’s relations with the nonEuropean world?

First Lecture: Sumathi Ramaswamy, James B. Duke Distinguished 
Pro fessor of History at Duke University, ‘Worlding India’, 25 Octo ber 
2022 at the GHIL and 27 October 2022 at the University of Cardiff.

‘Imperialism . . . is an act of geographical violence through which 
vir tually every space in the world is ex plored, charted, and finally 
brought under control. For the native, the history of his or her col onial 
servi tude is inaugur ated by the loss to an out sider of the local place’.  
Taking its in spir ation from this provo cation by the late Edward Said 
(1990), my paper focuses on a range of modern disciplin ary form
ations which I gloss here as earth sciences, among which I include 
geol ogy, palae ontology, nat ural his tory, and most espe cially, geog
raphy and cartog raphy. I consider how these sci ences ‘worlded’ 
one spe cific lo cation on the earth’s sur face, ‘India’, as a know able, 
calcul able, intelli gible, and master able place over the course of two 
cen turies of Brit ish col onial rule (Spivak, 1985).  I then go on to dis cuss 
three ‘scenes of worldimagining’ that sur faced among in habit ants of 
the sub continent in re sponse to this world ing of their (home)land 
(Wenzel, 2014). I ex plore how these re sponses cope with the demands 
and (dis)enchant ments of empire’s world ing pro jects through oper
ations that I char acter ize as ‘georeverencing’, ‘geog raphies of loss’, 
and ‘topog raphies of pleni tude’. As I do so, I draw in spir ation from 
polit ical phil osopher Jane Bennett’s The Enchant ment of Modern Life 
(2001), in which she rightly asks us ‘to come to terms as closely as pos
sible with en chant ing events and affects re siding within or along side 
scien tific calcu lation, in stru mental reason, secular ism, or disciplin ary 
power.’ My goal is to show that these con tend ing world imagin ings 
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are not simply ‘en chanted’ recla mations of a (home)land vio lently 
worlded by the disciplin ary prac tices of the domin ant col onial pro
ject; rather, they demon strate a ‘con flicted intim acy’ be tween sci ence, 
art, and imagin ation—between all manner of stra tegic archa isms and 
ata visms on the one hand, and the scien tific and novel on the other 
(Terdi man, 1985). This state of con flicted intim acy is what I gloss as 
‘offmodern’, a concept I adapt from Svet lana Boym (2001) to argue 
that for worldmaking pro jects in col onial and post colonial India, the 
empire’s gift of science is in dispen sable but in adequate (Chakra barty, 
2000). 
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A sortable list of titles acquired by the GHIL Library in recent 
months is available at:

https://www2.ghil.ac.uk/catalogue2/recent_acquisitions.php

For an uptodate list of the GHIL’s publications see our website:

https://www.ghil.ac.uk/publications


