
Please check for any last minute changes on 020 7309 2050 (tel.) or visit: http://www.ghil.ac.uk
Seminars are held at 5.30 p.m. in the Seminar Room of the German Historical Institute,
17 Bloomsbury Square, LONDON WC1A 2NJ.
Tea is available from 5.00 p.m. in the Common Room, and wine is served after the seminars.
Guided tours of the Library are available before each seminar at 4.30 p.m.

SEMINARS — AUTUMN 2013

15 October ANTONY G. HOPKINS (CAMBRIDGE)
The Real American Empire
This seminar reassesses American imperial history from 1783 to 1945 and traces its aftermath up to the inva-
sion of Iraq. It will argue that the conventional label of an ‘American empire’ describing the USA during the
era of superpower dominance after 1945 is a misnomer: the real ‘American empire’ was acquired in 1898
and dismantled after the Second World War. Antony G. Hopkins was Smuts Professor of Com mon wealth
History at Cambridge and is currently Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College. He has written about African
history, imperial history, and globalization, and is currently completing a book on the history of the USA. His
major publications include Globalization in World History (2002), British Imperialism, 1688–2000 (1993, co-
authored with Peter J. Cain), and An Economic History of West Africa (1973).

12 November MARCUS FERRAR (OXFORD)
Twentieth-Century German History Revisited: Historiography and Personal Experience from an
Anglo-German Perspective
This seminar reconsiders Germany’s history in the twentieth century, seen in parallel with Britain’s from a
contemporary Anglo-German perspective. It relates findings from personal experience of life in Germany
from the 1950s to the 1970s as well as insights from private memoirs and interviews to the existing histori-
ographical knowledge of the diverging paths of the two countries. Marcus Ferrar, a former Reuters journal-
ist, was born British to a German mother. He served as a correspondent in East Berlin and Eastern Europe
during the Cold War, before he managed Reuters’ European media business. His publications include The
Budapest House (2013) and A Foot in both Camps (2012).

19 November REBEKKA HABERMAS (GÖTTINGEN)
Lost in Translation or the Production of Silence: Colonial Scandals in the German Empire
This seminar discusses a colonial scandal which occurred in the German colony of Togo and attracted con-
siderable attention in Imperial Germany. It analyses the social, economic, and political background to the
events in Togo as well as the coverage in Germany, focusing on what was left out in the reporting and how
silence can bear significance. Rebekka Habermas is Professor of Modern History at the University of
Göttingen and is currently Richard von Weizsäcker Fellow at the University of Oxford. She specializes in
gender history, the history of crime and law, the history of missions, and German colonial history. Her publi-
cations include Diebe vor Gericht (2008), Frauen und Männer des Bürgertums (2002), and Wallfahrt und
Aufruhr (1991).

26 November DOROTHEA WELTECKE (CONSTANCE)
Beyond Exclusivism: On the Three Rings, the Three Impostors, and the Discourse of Multiplicity
during the Middle Ages
Are monotheistic religions intolerant by nature? This question has been widely discussed with special atten-
tion to historical events such as the Crusades, the Inquisition, and jihad between 600 and 1500. This semi-
nar discusses religious diversity during the Middle Ages, reassessing the well-known stories of the three
rings and the three impostors. Dorothea Weltecke is Professor of the History of Religions at the University
of Constance. Her research focuses on the history of the medieval religions of Europe and the Middle East,
the Crusades, and exchange and conflict between Jews, Muslims, and Christians. Her publications include
‘Der Narr spricht: Es ist kein Gott’: Studien zu Atheismus, Unglauben und Glaubenszweifel vom 12. Jahr -
hundert bis zur Neuzeit (2010) and Die ‘Beschreibung der Zeiten’ von Mor Michael dem Großen,1126–1199
(2003).

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL SEMINARS WILL START AT 5.30 p.m. (NOT 5.00 p.m.)


