
Please check for any last minute changes on 020 7309 2050 (tel.) or visit: http://www.ghil.ac.uk
Seminars are held at 5.30 p.m. in the Seminar Room of the German Historical Institute,
17 Bloomsbury Square, LONDON WC1A 2NJ.
Tea is available from 5.00 p.m. in the Common Room, and wine is served after the seminars.
Guided tours of the Library are available before each seminar at 4.30 p.m.

SEMINARS — SPRING 2015

27 January PATRICK HARRIES (Basel)
The Long Middle Passage: Cape Town, the Americas, and the East African Slave Trade
The lecture will treat the organization and legal provisions behind the slave trade around the southern tip of Africa
from c.1780 to 1850. Special attention will be paid to the changing nature of this trade and its influence on the sys-
tem of migrant labour that later served the mining industry in South Africa. Patrick Harries, Professor of African History
at the University of Basel, was previously at the University of Cape Town. Currently he is a Visiting Professor at the
Institute of Advanced Studies in Nantes. He specializes in the history of labour, the history of missions, the history of
knowledge, and visual history. His publications include Work, Culture and Identity: Migrant Workers in Mozambique
and South Africa, c.1860–1910 (1994); Butterflies and Barbarians: Swiss Missionaries and Systems of Knowledge in
South-East Africa (2007); and an edited volume, The Spiritual in the Secular: Missionaries and Knowledge about Africa
(2012).

10 February DAVID D’AVRAY (London)
Medieval and Early Modern Catholicism: How Different were They?
The paper focuses on the implications of the Congregazione del Concilio, which was responsible for implementing the
decrees of the Council of Trent and, in practice, for most other high-level non-dogmatic religious decision-making for
centuries after the Council. It will explore the relation between the kind of law generated by the Congregazione del
Concilio’s decisions and the Canon Law derived from the Middle Ages, and whether the relation between hierarchy
and condensed symbolism that characterized the medieval church continued unchanged in the early modern period.
David d’Avray is Professor of Medieval History at UCL. He has written on the history of mendicant, memorial, and mar-
riage preaching; on the social influence of marriage symbolism; and on the history and sociology of rationality in its
Weberian sense. His most recent book is Dissolving Royal Marriages: A Documentary History (2014).

17 February HARRIET RUDOLPH (Regensburg)
Entangled Objects? The Material Culture of Cross-Cultural Negotiations: Habsburg–Ottoman
Diplomacy (1527–1648)
The lecture examines the various forms, functions, and semantics of objects in diplomatic interaction between representa-
tives of the Habsburg Empire and the Ottoman Empire. It applies the methods of Material Culture Studies to the fields
of diplomacy, foreign policy, and international law. The lecture thus aims at a more profound understanding of indi-
vidual political processes of negotiation between these two empires in peace and war. Harriet Rudolph is Professor of
Early Modern History at Regensburg University. She specializes in European political cultures, the history of diploma-
cy, and material cultures. Her publications include Eine gelinde Regierungsart. Peinliche Strafjustiz im geistlichen
Territorium: Das Hochstift Osna brück, 1716–1803 (2001); and Das Reich als Ereignis: Formen und Funktionen der
Herrschaftsinszenierung bei Kaiserauftritten, 1558–1618 (2011).

3 March ALEXANDER NÜTZENADEL (Berlin)
Capitalism from Below: Urban Real Estate Markets and Homeownership in Europe around 1900
The lecture explores the dynamics of urban real estate markets in Europe around 1900, a period characterized by brisk
urbanization and the emergence of novel financial instruments. It will argue that ordinary people learned the rules
and dynamics of modern capitalism through homeownership. By analysing real estate markets, we can understand the
history of capitalism from below. Alexander Nützenadel is Professor of Social and Economic History at the Humboldt
University, Berlin. His general area of research is the social and economic history of Europe since the late eighteenth
century. More recently, his research has focused on the role of clientelism and corruption in modern societies, urban
real estate markets, and the history of globalization in the twentieth century. He is the author of Stunde der
Ökonomen: Wissenschaft, Experten kultur und Politik in der Bundesrepublik 1949–74 (2005).


