
Please check for any last minute changes on 020 7309 2050 (tel.) or visit: http://www.ghil.ac.uk
Seminars are held at 5.30 p.m. in the Seminar Room of the German Historical Institute,
17 Bloomsbury Square, LONDON WC1A 2NJ.
Tea is available from 5.00 p.m. in the Common Room, and wine is served after the seminars.
Guided tours of the Library are available before each seminar at 4.30 p.m.

SEMINARS — SPRING 2017

24 January ANDREAS RANFT (Halle) 
Luther and the German Princes
This lecture explores Martin Luther’s role as a significant political player in the Protestant princely states and
their courts. Luther was not only on a par with the princes as a religious leader, but also contributed, along with
other reformers, to the princely propaganda and the legitimization of rule. Andreas Ranft is Professor of
Medieval History at the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg. He specializes in urban social history, the
culture of the aristocracy, and court ceremonial. He is the author of Der Basishaushalt der Stadt Lüneburg in der
Mitte des 15. Jahrhunderts: Zur Struktur der städtischen Finanzen im späten Mittelalter (1987) and Adels -
gesellschaften: Gruppenbildung und Genossenschaft im spätmittelalterlichen Reich (1994).

7 February ANTJE FLÜCHTER (Bielefeld)
Temporalization of Cultural Difference: Time Regime and the Perception of Indian Statehood
in Early Modern German Travelogues
In the early modern period most travellers wrote almost admiringly about Indian statehood, whereas in mod-
ern times India is mostly seen as a developing country, which still has to catch up with the Western world. The
lecture will explore this shift, focusing on court ceremonial, the formation of elites, and policies on religions.
Antje Flüchter is Professor of Early Modern History at Bielefeld University. Her research interests are in trans -
cultural studies, European–Asian contacts, transnational history, and the history of knowledge. She is the author
of Der Zölibat zwischen Norm und Devianz: Kirchenpolitik und Gemeindealltag in Jülich und Berg im 16. und 17.
Jahrhundert (2006) and co-editor of Dimensions of Transcultural Statehood (2014).

28 February RICHARD REID (London) 
Mourning and Glory: Emotions and the Historical Imaginary in Africa and Europe
This lecture is concerned with the historical imagination in, and about, Africa in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, and explores cultures of temporality and historicity through the lens of emotions. It proposes that
owing to alternately melancholic, pessimistic, and nostalgic perspectives on the African past, African history has
been steadily displaced and foreshortened in the modern era. Richard Reid is Professor of the History of Africa
at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. He has published widely on political histo-
ry, historical culture, and warfare and militarism in Africa. He is the author of a history of modern Uganda (forth-
coming 2017) and co-editor of the Oxford Handbook of Modern African History (2013).

14 March JO FOX (Durham)
Careless Talk? Rumour and the Second World War
Belligerent nations went to considerable lengths to trace, document, and contain rumours. Rumour-mongering
was universally denounced as a pathological, destructive condition that threatened the war effort. This lecture
will argue that, on the contrary, rumour is an inherently human behaviour that offers an insight into complex
human behaviours, motivations, and mentalities at times of crisis. Jo Fox is Professor of Modern History at
Durham University. She specializes in the history of propaganda in the twentieth century. Her publications
include Film Propaganda in Britain and Nazi Germany: World War II Cinema (2007) and (with David Welch)
Justifying War: Propaganda, Politics and the Modern Age (2012). Her present research focuses on rumour in the
First and Second World Wars.


