
Please check for any last minute changes on 020 7309 2050 (tel.) or visit: http://www.ghil.ac.uk
Seminars are held at 5.30 p.m. in the Seminar Room of the German Historical Institute,
17 Bloomsbury Square, LONDON WC1A 2NJ. No registration is necessary.
Tea is available from 5.00 p.m. in the Common Room, and wine is served after the seminars.
Guided tours of the Library are available before each seminar at 4.30 p.m.

SEMINARS — SPRING 2020

21 January RALF LÜTZELSCHWAB (Berlin)
Where are all the Sermons? Carmelite Preaching in the Late Middle Ages
Ralf Lützelschwab is a former Assistant Professor of Medieval History at the Freie Universität Berlin and
specializes in church history of the late Middle Ages, with a strong focus on the Avignonese papacy and
monastic history. This lecture examines the Carmelites, the great unknown in Western monastic history.
They experienced their very own migration history, moving from the hills of Mount Carmel to Europe. If
they had not opted for exile, they would not have survived. In new surroundings, sermons became part of
their regular pastoral routine. The paper will focus on sermons and sermon collections, both manuscript
and print, held in a number of Carmelite libraries in Germany and England. How did the Carmelites fulfil
their task as preachers? How did they shape the conscience of their flocks? 

17 March PETER BURSCHEL (Wolfenbüttel)
The Dance of the Tapuya: On the Cultural Coding of Skin Colour in the Early Modern
Period
Peter Burschel is Professor of Medieval and Early Modern Cultural History at the University of Göttingen
and Director of the Herzog August Bibliothek Wolfenbüttel. Among his many publications is Die Erfindung
der Wahrheit: Eine andere Geschichte der frühen Neuzeit (2014). His talk will show how European per-
ceptions of skin colour—rather than primarily of skin markings, as had been the case in the Middle Ages—
increasingly began to influence European perceptions of non-European ‘aliens’. He will argue that it was
only during the sixteenth century that skin was seen as a ‘supra-individual’ distinguishing characteristic
that made it possible to structure, classify, and, not least, to hierarchize intercultural encounters chro-
matically. This shows that the process was not merely about the perception of skin colour per se, but
always also addressed the question of who was white, and who was not.

28 April SAMITA SEN (Cambridge)
Making Coolies: Labour Brokerage and the Tea Industry in India, 1830–1930
Samita Sen is Vere Harmsworth Professor in Imperial and Naval History at Cambridge University. Her
monograph on women’s employment in the jute industry in colonial Bengal (1999) won the Trevor Reese
Prize in Commonwealth History. In 2016 she published the jointly written Domestic Days and edited
Passage to Bondage. Her presentation will focus on recruitment of labour for the Assam tea industry. It
will be argued that recruitment for plantations in colonial India gave rise to institutions and agencies which
became separate businesses in themselves. They maintained close links with the industry for which they
supplied labour, but these two interests were not convergent since the recruiting agencies’ profitability
depended on their ability to leverage the buyers. Moreover, the commercial brokerage of labour, which
expanded its net across the country, drew into its profitable sway a vast network of recruiters at different
levels as well as whole sets of social relationships and institutions.


