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Rüdiger Graf (Bochum / Munich)

will speak on

West Germany in a World of Oil: 

Energy and Foreign Policy in the Oil Crisis 1973–4

at the German Historical Institute London, Seminar Room

on Thursday, 23 February 2012, at 5.30 p.m.

When OPEC quadrupled the price of oil and its Arab members curtailed production in 1973–4,

Western industrialized countries accelerated the transformation of energy policies that had

already started. Concentrating on the West German government’s negotiations with its trans -

atlantic and European partners and with the Eastern bloc, the Arabs, and the ‘Third World’, the

paper asks whether the first oil crisis changed West Germany’s position in the world.

Rüdiger Graf received his Ph.D. from the Humboldt University Berlin for a dissertation on visions

of the future in Weimar Germany. He teaches contemporary history at the Ruhr University

Bochum. In 2010/11 he was a fellow at the Center for European Studies at Harvard University

working on his current project, ‘Petroknowledge and Politics in the United States and Western

Europe in the 1970s’. In the current academic year he is a Fellow of the Historisches Kolleg in

Munich. His recent publications include Die Zukunft der Weimarer Republik: Krisen und Zukunfts -
aneignungen in Deutschland 1918–1933 (2008); Europäische Zeitgeschichte nach 1945 (co-

authored, 2010); and a number of articles on Weimar Germany, the history of oil and energy, and

historical theory and methodology.


