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MARK ROSEMAN (Indiana)

will speak on

The Rescue of Memory: 

Retracing the Wartime Activities of an Anti-Nazi Group

at the German Historical Institute London, Seminar Room

on Tuesday, 1 May 2012, at 5 p.m.

The paper seeks to recover the lived experience of a small group of politically motivated rescuers

in Nazi Ger many from the oblivion into which it fell after the war. That means both identifying what

the group was able to achieve and also understanding why its actions failed to enjoy post-war

resonance and recognition. The lecture will explore how, partly in response to the difficulty of

telling a convincing ‘story’ in the post-war period, the group itself began to reconfigure its own past

experiences, so that our act of historical recovery has in part to work against the grain of the

group’s own accounts. In this way the paper offers a case study of how post-war political and nor-

mative pressures both in and outside Germany have refracted and distorted our memory of res-

cue.

Mark Roseman holds the Pat M. Glazer Chair of Jewish Studies and is Professor of History at

Indiana University, Bloomington. He is the author of The Past in Hiding (2000); The Villa, the
Lake, the Meeting: Wannsee and the Final Solution (2002); and most recently Jewish Responses
to Persecution, vol. 1: 1933–1938 (co-authored, 2010). He has also edited several volumes on

modern German and Jewish history, and has received a number of international prizes, including

the Geschwister Scholl Prize, the Jewish Quarterly’s Wingate Prize, and the Fraenkel Prize.


