
Neoliberalism, Globalization Agendas 
and Banking Educational Policy: 
Is Popular Education an Answer?

Discussing the tensions between the global and the local, 
this lecture offers a description of cosmopolitan and 
local competing globalization agendas. Three agendas, 
as ideal types, are highlighted: the Hyper-Globalizers, 
Skeptics and Transformationists. After explaining the 
competing agendas for globalization and some of their 
potential impacts in education, three main claims are 
made in this lecture. The fi rst one is that the dominant 
technocratic rationale in policy making, which is part 
and parcel of a neoliberal regime, constitutes a form of 
banking education so brilliantly criticized by Paulo Freire. 
This technocratic rationality is based on instrumental 
rationality discussed by Max Weber, Herbert Marcuse and 
Jürgen Habermas. A second claim is that there is a great 
potential for challenging the intellectual narratives and 
praxis of neoliberal education in the new approach of a 
global citizenship education portrayed in the First Global 
Educational Initiative announced by the U.N. General 
Secretary and currently being implemented by UNESCO. 
The fi nal claim is a question: could popular education be 
an answer to the growing inequality, poverty, and lack of 
solidarity in the contemporary world?
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Carlos Alberto Torres is Distinguished Professor of Education and Associate Dean for Global Programs at the Graduate School of Education 
and Information Studies, UCLA. He is a political sociologist of education who did his undergraduate work in sociology in Argentina (B.A. 
honors and teaching credential in Sociology, Universidad del Salvador), his graduate work in Mexico (M.A. in Political Science, FLACSO) 
and the United States (M.A. and Ph.D. in International Development Education, Stanford University), and post-doctoral studies in educational 
foundations in Canada (University of Alberta). He is also the Founding Director of the Paulo Freire Institute in São Paulo, Brazil; Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; and UCLA. Dr Torres has been a Visiting Professor in universities in North America, Latin America, Europe, Asia and 
Africa. He has lectured throughout Latin America and the United States, and in universities in England, Japan, Italy, Spain, Tanzania, Finland, 
Mozambique, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Canada, Costa Rica, Portugal, Taiwan, Korea, Sweden and South Africa. He is also the President of 
the World Council of Comparative Education Societies.
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